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SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION PLOT REINVESTIGATION CONTINUES 

1. REINVESTIGATION OF LOPEZ-OSMENA ASSASSINATION PLOT RESUMED 
JULY 16. JULY 17 PRESS DEVOTES CONSIDERABLE SPACE TO ACCOUNT OF 
PROSECUTION WITNESS ALEXANDER VILLALON. WHO TOLD PANEL OF 1970 
LIBERAL PARTY PLOT TO VILIFY PRESIDENT MARCOS PREPARATORY TO 
FORCEFUL TAKEOVER OF GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO VILLALON,WHO 
HAS BEEN UNIVERSITY STUDENT FOR LAST 9 YEARS AND IS EMPLOYED BY 
MEDIA PRODUCTION CENTER, FORMER SENATORS SERGIO OSMENA, JR.. 
BENIGNO AQUINO, JOVITO SALONGA AND GERARDE ROXAS ALL MET FEB 2, 
1970, ONLY A FEW DAYS AFTER VIOLENT YOUTH DEMONSTRATIONS IN FRONT 
OF CONGRESS AND MALACANANG TO PLAN CAMPAIGN. DAILY EXPRESS 
REPORTED VILLALON'S TESTIMONY WAS ESSENTIALLY SAME AS THAT HE 
GAVE FEB. 23, 1970, TO JOINT CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE INVESTI- 
GATING CAUSES OF YOUTH UNREST AND STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS. 
PROSECUTION PRESENTED AS "DOCUMENTATION" CLIPPINGS FROM DEFUNCT 
MANILA CHRONICLE DETAILING 1970 STATEMENTS OF SENATOR TAN ADA 
(CO-CHAIRMAN OF JOINT CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE) 

TO THE EFFECT THAT IF VILLALON CHARGES TRUE, THIS WOULD "GRAVELY 
IMPLICATE" LEADING MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY. 

2. VILLALON TESTIMONY ALSO CONCERNED SENATOR OSMENA'S BACKING 
OF STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS AND SENATOR AQUINO'S ALLEGED PROMISE 
OF ARMED SUPPORT FROM HIS FOLLOWERS IN TARLAC IN TAKEOVER BID. 
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VILLALON ALSO CLAIMED EUGENIO LOPEZ, JR.. EXPRESSED SUPPPORT FOR 
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PLOT BY PROMISING CONDUCT "HATE MARCOS” CAMPAIGN IN CHRONICLE. 

3. AMCIT LEHMAN WAS EXCUSED FROM PARTICIPATING IN HEARING SINCE 
MATTERS DISCUSSED OCCURRED TWO YEARS BEFORE HE ARRIVED IN 
PHILLIPPINES. 

4. DURING CODEL MATSUNAGA VISIT WITH OPPOSITION JULY 3, SENATOR 
ROXAS TOLD EMBOFF HE EXPECTED EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO LINK HIM 
SELF AND HIS COLLEAGUES TO ASSASSINATION PLOT. ROXAS INDICATED 
CHARGE WAS RIDICULOUR BUT NOT SURPRISING GIVEN WHAT WAS GOING 
ON IN COUNTRY. 

COMMENT: IT IS HARD TO SEE UTILITY OF RESURRECTING INCIDENTS 
WHICH TOOK PLACE 5 1/2 YEARS AGO AND SEEM VERY MUCH IN 
KEEPING WITH ROUGH-AND-TUMBLE POLITICS OF OLD SOCIETY. INTRODUCTION 
OF OLD NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS AS 'DOCUMENTATION” MARKS FURTHER 
DEGENERATION OF QUASI-JUDICIAL "REINVESTIGATION” PROCESS. WHAT MARCOS 
THINKS HE CAN GAIN FROM THIS TACTIC (WHICH IS SIMILAR TO TACTIC IN 
AQUINO CASE, I.E.., DREDGING UP ALLEGED MISDEEDS WHICH TOOK 
PLACE YEARS AGO) IS UNCLEAR. 

SULLIVAN 
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